Jeffrey 1‘ranic, Outlook 3/15/94 

The Washington Post 

1150 15 fct., in/ 

Washington, DC 20'.// 1 
Dear ^eff, 

liy apologies for not asnweringtfhe question one of you had asked me about the massive 
disclosure of records and for not finish^tho ‘'explanation I'd begum about the professionals 
like doctors Doing too liiaited in their lcuo./ldd^o of the available fact* 

I i/as som^/li; .t disconcerted. When v/e left the restaurant my loft big toe, which had 
liad some work done on it tliaf morning by the podiatrist, was lirting. YJhen you left we 

A 

looked at it and found the support X wear rather bloody. Vfe returned to the podiatrist, 
n: did more uncomfortable work on it, and told me to keep it moist for tlxo rest of the 
day wliilc keeping it elevated. It was still uncomfortable when x got up, so I wasn't 
really focused on the correction and insertion of which 1 mailed yd>u a copy when I left 
i.'2>r my early-morning walking. I had to cut it short. Hut wltile walking I did recall that 
..lien I suggested tnat we go look at the volume of records in the basement it was part of 
my answer to the question one of you had asked about the recent records disclosures. 

Of course I am all for all the disclosure possible. But that does not mean it was 
done well and it door not mean that 1 enpect much to come of it. Save for the frr/re few 
like John Ho. /man, 1 do not. $nd 1 do not like the way it was done even though it would 
not havo been done any other uay^/tw- iv(( fkiM LjXM.-X, 

The reason I wanted you both to see the volume in our cellar is for you to get a 
notion of the grim fact tliat massive disclosures are themselves a moans of denying 
meaning). uliccess. almost nobody can begin to think of getting them. The volume and the 
cost preclude that. ^And who can go over all those pages and do anything else, and how 
long does tliat take? T7t/V</ bvr\^ wtuifi 

q**? ^° V t,10nu wll ° i,avo ' tlle Means and live in apartments, there is no place for all 
that records. How many can afford to go to Washington, now College Park, and live there 
for what would be years to be able to review all that paper? Aid could ho make more 

H)an notes? if ho got copip, whore would he keep thorn away from lxomw? 

ilie sid.fi/ of agency records to the Archives means as i understand it a multiplication 

of costs per copy of 2 1/2 tines. The million pages reeported would cost a quarter or a 
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million.'; doll rs. Hold them uld require at least 100 file cabinets. Ss±clo from that 
not inconsiorable added cost, who can find space for them? Or afford to /tent it? 

Disclosures of tliat volume become media events, for the major media it has a short 
life. Soon it is no longer a story. But the deceptive and misleading impression is given 
tliat 'die governin' ait is being forthcoming. Tho^here is the impression tliat there really 
is uot.ang in all those records. u the "gu.o the media would report it. 

I tried to dramatize this in my C. A. 77-21 55, as A now recall the case. I finally was 
able to persuade Jim ^-ar to file for a temporary restraining order, to delay the second 
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of the so-called yoneaal releases of Jeuenber 1977 and J anuary T978, by the FBI. I 
was able to s^ito a coupl'-toly lo^itinate inan-bites doc event, the one who liad 
boon in Mr.? lead of dnn udiiv; iU.o;:lo::urcs5 and using FOIA to force thou also doi.iai&ng 
non-disclosu -e • ^ additional point i made v/c in tlat disclosures or such a volume , 
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oi\t\c & econo, pare bom. ; ox aoout 4*1?, UX) paces, a Ji^dia event • I told the T 77 ^ --lie 
eruth, aim he believed it, th •; tlic* modi;, could not begin to moke sense out of what was 
strange so tuow an-, teat ~ should have a = -et so tliat could, respond to inquiries 0 He 
refused the TRO, which n.-'tliov Jim no • I expect- d to get, but he did ordered fastest 
possible do Livery o~ a complete sot to no* i liad them two days later, too* He also gave 
me the fee waiver I'd requested. 

Lardne • • was the ojily reporter present tliat day. I'd thought the switch, my asking 
for a TRO, would attract more roportorial interest* 

° n these new releases I h ;ve only the very page^ pages sent me* As I told you, 
almost non., of what I've looked at is new. -’his was medical stuff I'd boon sent, ^esar 
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cells me tnat mueh oi the records of (liferent content in (eluded in these releases 
wit/ 

also irtr not now. 

Other i actors are, rather include the nature ox the records, tt is important never 
to forget tliat the intent was not to investigate the crime itself. As I think I told 
jou, t])ac also was true in the Hing case, l/ith some records a certain amount of extertise 
is required, to know what the records should include. An illustration that comes to mind 
il lustra cos tne problem where there is what 1 believe was full dig^l^s ure yet there was 
what seemed to be missing records. The illustration tliat came to rniu lias to di> with 
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scientific testing. I got more than 1,000 p ges of such records in my KinjfJ assassination 
oU.it, y { j6 o 13ut although a large number of rifles tliat had no possible connection 
with the crime were tested in various ways, on wliat the FBI referred to as the “death" 
riSifea iii lo, jiiich I'm ^uro was noc oliat at all, the most basic, simplests and as it jusii 
happened to know - as say most historians would not know - usually one of the first tests 
is a "swab" test. i J c is simple and it requires no instruments, not even training. A cloth 
patch is pushed or pulled through the barrel to see if any oil residue is there. The 
test is to determine whether the rildo war 
is an oil* residue, it was not fired. 

ITo^' the FBI hiv?) done that with 1 A c first rilde Ray bou^Ttf^evon though it knew 
without question ciiat that rilfe could not be fired bee use of an encrustation of pro- 
tective cosnioline with wliich it is coated before icing sliipped ffom the factory. Tliat 
records was given to me. But none for that tSa&t -.ai the rifle the FBI claims fired the 
fff a oal shoo. I war. assured by ho FBI tliat I'd been given all. I appealed. Xt interested 
<^uj.ii Shea, Bicn tJie anpixx appeals ofiiecA, His inquiry assured liim tliat no such test 
was made on it. In form lie said liis check showed no such record. n e told me that and 
when the government used him as an expert witness, he testified to it. Without a 
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voporiler in tho courtroom to report it, (There in almos f never any reporter at the 
FOIA hearings.) 

Tracin : somethin' : like thin takes an extraordinary amount of tirae and effort. 

If the requestor or searcher knows it should exist. And with this new mechanism I know 
of no way for the matter to bo resol vo^/, as Sha^did that one for rno. he did not have- the 
time to do most of thorn. 

Soy. some detailed^ painstaking searches can bo inconclusive^ /m-ru. fa H#U' 

There are many areas of media indifference. For example, those CIA records in which 
fofcm what ho told me ^ohn ilowman did such fine work. I do not luiow of a single instance 
6f the raising of what to me is an obvious question: if all those recor cf s could be 
disclosed safely pO years later, wliy could they not h .vc boon disclosed earlier? It does 
lmppen tliat - liad requested them of the CIA and was not in a posit on to file and pursue 
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tliat lawsuit be c use. tho 01 A is moe adept at and successful with stonewalling. 

There is reason for oarlic • non-disclosure. under th? law. But wliat is the 
effect today? It becomoycven more difficult, *f not impossible, to go through all the 
records of the current volume, whereas if there liad been an orderly disclosure, people 
ooVld liavo explored lesser volumes of pages. 

I do not rant to take your time or mine for more, unles^I leave tills not as clear 
as you’d like it to he. 

The bottom line is that nobody will over go over all of them and nobody will have 
the knowledge r; aired to detect wliat is cleverly obscured with the use of words for tliat 
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purpose. It becomes a moans of perpetuating improper withholding under tho color of 
full disclosure, which I’m ..lire the CIA mid FBI will n-.vo.r makes . 

What I*d started to explain about those Mio without question have tho proper cre- 
dentials relates mostly to the medical evidence. ( x QtV j 

I know of no one who has don-) tho work required for a proper’ search or analysis of 
what is ex* mined, ^'iiis is particularly true of the medical evidence. Currently there are 

two radiologists with impycible credentials who have raised questions aboyt the autopsy 
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authopsy A-rays. I’ve been in touch with both, rtthor they, after a while, got in touch 
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with no. One, who seems also to bo a fine fellow, a Dr. ilantilc, is sure ho deteted some 
alteration of an k-ray of the back of JFK’s head. n e was permitted to uso a densomotor 
and from tliat he concluded tliat the density he spotted at wliat ho nays is tho most 
irporta//t point meant s that some tiling was done to obscure wliat tliat part of tliat -“—ray 
sliould show, that J *lio back of JFK’s head was blown out. He makes a very persuasive case. 

But he luvs"Tiver neve r studied that , art of the Zaprudcr film, rather the relevant 
part. There were some shenanigans that I exposed i.i my second book: tho Commission did 
not publlsli all tbe stills, the frames, it should havr. . Tho FBI contrived tliat by not 
maiding black-and-wlii t : ; prints for th . .riiiting office. So, instead of publisliing through 


Frame 343 they published only tlrooougli i ‘.vamo 334. I did the simple arithmetic nobody 
had done, based on tJio mvfbc - • that ore to Iwvo been printed . I did embarrass the 
Arcliives. They <fd/ : ed th nine missing frames to tin t ay of slide ; 5 they projected and 
l/^camin :d them, onl-rgod from about l/4" to about 4 feet, that was published does not 
r.ho 1 .; til.; hack 0 'die head. -I 10 0 francs do. 'There isn t the slightest indication of 
a wound there. d 0 bi 00 d the hair, -Mie shrrt collar. Every h*air 

•s-e-<3 to 00 in jjla.ee • and uocauso those slides *.:ore i:iado from the original, by bIFE, with 
copies not 2.11 L.-.-fL) 1 s possession, the is no possibility of any trickery. Articular ly, 
t • ' - govcriimoni did not Save tho original to toy v/itli. 

Tlie pictures : re clear 2 tho back of the head was not blown cut and all the hair 
even seems to be in pi- ce. *.fter the fatal shot, v/lupch w. .s to tho head. 

Mantik, 01 California, mid ilobertson, OS hashville, both seeming to ho fine men, 
fuM 

have not made oxxf study of th Zaprudor film. I’ve suggested it anti told each what to 
lo-)k for. 1 Iiavo color (mljagcracn s from a VCtt but: they da not take much enlargement 
before a jjswsl^of rect-uigloa l.iakcrj any added on^gemonl; a waste. I had a second 
generation point . That is, it as made from a copy tiiat was made from the original. But 
~ gave it anu most of my pictures to li oc4-fte so students can use them. 

(v/he Groden said he would make individual slides for me I sued the Zop ruder estate 
and got tho right, for scholarship only, and then £roden ,backed~nout. I can't pay the 
Archives their cliarge^ x 300-1-^ Ctfrtf 

I am also saying .that none of the so-called researchers, with li ewman a probable 
exception, tries to bo his own devil&s advocate. 

I-iost of tho so-called researcher--; begins with a preconceived solution and their 
searches tire for^proof of thoir correctness. 

Then there is the insensitivity that develops froi^/long, continuous examination 
of such records. x t li^p .cns to all of us, me included. 

If you are here again, either or both, remind me to show you some other records from 
tiiat blue file folder from which ^ retrieved the K. holograph to copy f oras^STyou. I/I 
show you, ail", gfvo you a copy if you'd liko, 6S what J ’ regard as one of th - most very 
shocking of icial^jocorus ever generated. Two vory bright and very good and very well in- 
formed lawyers ,^^ 2 -^pgonuine subject experts, missed it. The sent me some copies and I 
was stunned when I first saw it. I tliink of it and refer to it as an FBI damage-control 
tickler. Among its other disclosures, never used, is that the FBI created "dossiers" 
on the Conunission “embers as soon as they were appointed, did tiiat on tho staff, too, 
a d when r.he report was out, did the staff dossiers all over again. (But in its Clarence 
Miomas investigation it did not even tall: to tho. e from whom he rented movies.) The 
dossiers on he critics are described as "sex dossiers." It says that ‘jf/oover blocke^/ Uar— 
ron s appointment of of his chcjxf counsel and t/fat .-ver had an "adversary" rolationsliip 
with the Commission. TJiat tho FBI and Angle ton got together to decide how they would 



answer questions* x tliinlc it was ^ullivnn for the FBI. J-t says that FBII1Q knew about 
that Oswald note tliat was a threat loft at the FBI and "handled" it as soon as ho was 
killed# Tliat is ./lion Kosty was ordered to destroy it. I tliinlc there is an important and 
still untold story in tliis. 

Story reminds me* If the teshiugtonian is interested in what you took back with you, 
fine. Ditto for the longer storlj 1 did on the bombers 1 refusal to agree to the single- 
bullet theory. Tills could bo another • 

There can bo more a^t-r Case Open is out that ca.ii include wliat I regard as sen- 
sational photographs tliat are of the Purloined better variety that for some incomprehen- 
sible reason, as t indi -a ted, will not be in tliat book. I hope that at least some will be 
in iklVEd AGAIN ! I Ml sock an understanding on that bff ore long. These constitute 
pliotograpliic disproof o.' the official mythology. 

I hope I f vo rambl'd thorugli to ^dequate answers. 

From p. 3. 1*1 ion there are those who liad the ° Lir 

iiasic information all the now ones, after 30 

years, do not have, like Meagher and Hoffman, who cannot use these newly-disclosed 

records wifi the laiowle^de they'd bring it to. So many liave died. And all the new ones 

linc^ it almost impossible to get a factual basis for their study. I'll enclose a copy of 

a ^letter in today's mil. It is from a man who regards what is available as worthless. 

Much oj. m.y mail Iroiii onooe not yet bp6n when JFK Was killed or those then children. 

-they and those a lrttlc older have for all practical purposes no means of acquiring any 

background wi th which to begin any study of disclosed .records. Other than wliat ffin 

deceive and mislead thorn, wliich also can mean misdirect them. Where it might have been 

a little dif j.'ercnt , as 1 indicated to you, a man much respected on the Post, Howard 

Willens, ended the indexing project begun by the Archives sotm after he joined the Com- 
[fy -1Y1V1U11 \J ° 

mission staff as its man and as liaison with Ms employer, DJ. I'll add to tliis 
after I finish reading and correcting what I wrote earlier. I'd best leave myself a reminder 
ue a use til may soon call me to lunch and then X have the doctor's appointment tliat, not 
functioning as i should today, I forgot this morning. When I first got access to GDI I //Wp- i>J 
took xeroxes of the pages of wliich I use excerpts in Whitewash I, those I added at the 
' before printing it, to Ben Bradlee. u e got the point quickly. Ho, I'd taken 

liim^omo other documents earlier and then I took him a copy of tlio bo&lc. He put Larry 
L born and Dan Luraman on it and they aslced me to draw up some questions to be asked of 
Willens. I sat at a newroom typwriter and gave thorn but a single page of them. ICursman 
liad been given the book to riead and was impressed by it. Liked it much. Took me to 
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blic cafeteria ior coxfec and to talk about it. Tliat was tlio morning after lie finished 
reading it. 

I remember now that I ^i.rst sp e t o A1 A ‘iiendly. Perhaps that was because Macjj/ Mathias 


had told m that ho had spoon to Friendljj when ho read the ins*. And Friendly took me 
into handle o 1 s part of tliat office then. 

Stern and Kurzman told me when they 1 d be back and 1 was there waiting for them® 

Stern ament in to see Brad lee immediately, Kurzman sat and talked to me. 

"You are in, kid! ^e did not have a decent answer to anytliing! n 

I liad not asked anytliing of the host. I Just gave them the book to use. They could 
have, for example, serialized it free. ± Just wanted the word out. 

Next tiling 1 knew, and it mu. liave been as soon as tlio next day, Kurzman was no 
logger on the Post. •- hoard a rumor it liad to do wit/i a story he'd written aout the 
^ondnican Republic. The story wa • given to Dick garwood, who was then sitting I think 
•.•here Kurzman had. I'd not seen ldm before. lie seemed indifferent and a bit distant and 
I recall notldng tli. t lie asked me or* asked me about. And the next tiling 1 knew there 
was a story across the top of the- front page, above the masthead, in the Memorial Day 
issue. 1 t was almost entirely about Eastern's Inquest. Which was, I suppose, politically 
more ccoptablo because it praised the FBI and wont after Warren in particular. Again, no 
checking, lips torn s big point was tliat the autopsy report wa £ rewritten and the re- 
written one was delivered to the Commission much later, perliaps in ^anuary. In fact 
tliat was the supplemental report the original said would be filed later. 

I suppose political acceptability did not have to be spelled out. The same thing 
happened on the imes. Fred ^rauan was then its legal correspondent. l'd given him one 
of the first copies c no. saw ldm from time to time. Do complained once that I was coming 
between 1dm and Ids wife be- aiv o the only time they had for reading was in bod and she 
kept Whitewash fro: him more often th u u<i)t. When Ids review appeared at was all Fpsiein 
save for about a sentence in which he faulted me for being pains talking and over hwe lining J 

An-.- tthitowosh was out about two months before Epstein’s pub date, the end of ^ume. 

From 5: ODI is the first of the five volumes of the special report LBJ ordered the FBI 
bo make the night o~ the assassination. liavo *^x. You should see it! The last is on 
^uby and the- oilier volumes are of exhibits.lt is a political diatribe against Oswald and 
does not even bother to report all the shooting. 


